
Chieftain Runners Post Season Bests at Blackhawk Invite 
 

 The Riverdale cross country teams traveled to River Valley on Saturday to take part 
in the Blackhawk Invitational.  There were forty-two different schools competing at the 
meet.  The varsity was split into large and small school divisions while the JV and middle 
school races were combined. 
 For the varsity boys, Brian Mathews continued his strong early season with a third 
place finish in the field of 109 runners.  Mathews crossed the line in 16:55, a season and 
personal best time for the sophomore.  Freshman Dakota Fiebranz also posted a personal 
best time, cutting over a minute off to finish in 21:20.  Levi Bird and Shale Meyer rounded 
out the varsity runners for Riverdale.  Both came in with a time of 24:29. 
 In the JV boys’ race, Alexander Schneider was the top Chieftain runner, crossing the 
line in 24:32 which was good for 261st in the field of 301 runners.  Dawson Mueller was the 
next to cross the line.  He finished with a personal best time of 25:46.  Trever Hudson was 
the final Riverdale runner to come across the line.  Trever ran a solid race, taking nearly two 
minutes off his best time, and finished with a time of 30:20. 
 On the girls’ side, Leah Underwood ran extremely well.  She found an early rhythm 
in the 5k race and continued to move up through the field on her way to a 108th place finish 
out of 235 runners in the combined JV race.  Leah’s time of 25:43 took over three full 
minutes off of her time from just two weeks ago at Boscobel.   
 The meet also marked the first competition for the middle school cross country 
runners.  The boys and girls ran together over the two mile course, although they were 
scored separately.  All of the runners ran very well, steadily moving up as the race went 
on.  Kyle Hanke, an eighth grader, was the top Chieftain finisher.  He finished 41st out of 
the 179 boys in the race with a time of 12:58.  Sixth grader Chase Shauer was close 
behind, coming across in 47th.  Zane Blood, another sixth grader, was the final runner for 
the Riverdale boys, coming across the line 18:59.  Riverdale also had two girls compete in 
the middle school race.  Kenlee Mathews, a seventh grader, ran a strong race to finish in 
18:54.  Katie Nachtigal also ran tough and finished strong, finishing in 19:30. 
 Both middle and high school teams will head to North Crawford on Tuesday for the 
Goat Hill Invite before traveling to Brookwood on Saturday. 
 


